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years when Murchison ceased to be the same pro-
minent worker he had previously been, and when
his labours were taken up and extended by others.
To this historical aspect of the book, I believed
that   some   additional  interest   might   be   given
by a selection of portraits of some of the more
conspicuous men to whom the establishment and
spread of geology in Britain is due, more especially
with reference to the study of the  older rocks.
Some   difficulty   was  necessarily  encountered   in
making the selection, arising in some cases from
the want of available materials for the engraver,
in others from   the limited number of portraits
admissible compared with that of the geologists
deserving such recognition.    Greenough, Fitton, and
Lonsdale, for example, among the earlier luminaries,
might have been most appropriately included in
the list here given.    To the   friends who   have
supplied the paintings, drawings, and photographs
from which this little gallery of scientific worthies
has been engraved, my best acknowledgments are
gladly given.

Of Murchison^ early contemporaries who outlived
him, and from whom assistance was received in
the preparation of his biography, two of the
most illustrious have since been removed by death.his
